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AQs 16. V. 31. And they ſaid, believe or 
the Lord Jeſms Chrift, and thou ſhalt be 
ſave. 2 


N this Chapter we have a conſpicuous ma- 
- nifeſtation of that enmicy that is in the. 
Devil, that evil one againſt God, the 
fountain of goodneſs. We ſee in this 
Chapter, that no ſootier bad the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, thar Prince of peace, ſent Pas! and: 
Silas thoſe Sons of Peace, to Preach unto the Wl. 
World the Goſpel of peace, in order ro the *-i{ i] 
bringing in of poor Souls to the God of pexces 't 
but preſently the Devil ſhewed his enmiry 
againſt mod. by 'endeavouring.co op the 
colirſe of the moſpel, and thereby to hindes 
Souls from coming to Jeſus Chriſt. The 
|| Prince of Darkneſs that rules in the hear of | 
WE | A L 


rhe Children of darkneſs, did no ſooner fee 


char ou: Lord Jzſus Chriſt bad by bis Servanc | 


Paxl, calt the Devil of ſooth-ſayirg our ef a 
Maid, bart preſently he ſhews his « enmity in 
fillivg che heart of her Maſier with a perſecu- 
tins ſpirit, being uſhered in by an inordinare 
love to the World, and this we ſee 1n the 19. 
w?'ſ. And when her Maſters ſaw the hope of 
their gams was gone, that canght Paul ans $1- 
las; and drew them into the Markt place s Mn- 
zo the Ralers. 

This poor Maids Mafters, inſtead of being 
thankful to Ged rhat Fad gained the Soul of 2 
poor Maid;thit did practice unlawful arts, be 
was inraged , becauſe that their temporal, 
earthly gain was-gone : I do verlly th ok that 
tis one of the ſure _—_ of Armour that the 
Devil hath (even this inordinate love to tte 
World) for the defence of his own Kingdom; 
| when the Devil ſees char no courſe will ſerve 
co keep ſouls at a diſtance from Ch:if, rhen 
be betakes himſelf ro rhis weapon, the inordi- 
nate love to the world, ard that doth ſeldom 
or never_ fail him 3 and this we may ſee in 


Demus 3: Dems he made a large profeifion of |. 


Chriſt, as you may ſee in the Epiſtle ro Phi- 
ſeavn, 24. v.and yet you ſee the Devil over- 
eame hin with this appreved peice of armour, 
1m6re.odte fore to the world, and did By reby 

ring 


ca bk. #, ——_ | 
| bring him to Apoliacy ; weil we 2 Tim. 4+ 
I ſec how tat the Devil did prevail, 1c, 
not only to ſer this poor Maids .. . 
Maſters in a rage, bur alſo to ſer the Rulers in 
| Yarage likewiſe 5 nay, he prevailed ſo far,. that 
' they were ſcourged.and ihey were thrown ine 
to Priſon, and call into very grear affli6tions, 
and had their feet made falt in che Gocks x 
p w,ore weuld Faye thou: hr, that it was high 
time for the Deyil co ger into his Chariot: of 
Triumph 3 now,one would have choughtithat 
the enemy Faving ſuch advantage, and thoſe 
ſevants of God ſuch oiſacvan'2ge as. they 
had, that now the Goſpel would have been 
» topped in thar place, and that the Devil 


koula have loſt-no more gf his Subjes ;. for 
my Friends, if you lock in the beginning c| 
the Chapte?*, you (hall ſee in the gtþ. verſ. 
there appeared to Paul a Vifion, for ro 20 0- 
ver to Macedima 3 Withcur quefiion this Vi- 
fion which Parl ſaw, was a great enconrage= 
; ſpent ro bim, 1090 to Af ydonia 3 and now 
\ {ftben he .was come there, as ſoon as ever he 
: 11 caſt a Devil onr of one Maid, prefemly 
chey muſt be caſt inro P:iſon 3 withcur'queſt- 
on, had nor God come in with fiſh ſupple: 

of comfort, theſe poor men wenld Have been. .' 
ata orcat loſs, they weuld bavs been tuch 

lſheartned intheir wok ; ard this the Devil - 
| - AZ (ADJ 


' 
, 


knew would be a very great diſe 
Fze>,r.. couragement to them; bur now 

my Friends, behold a wheel 
within a wheel, all chis while the providence 
of God doth ſeem to go upon the wheels, as if 
he had not cared whar became of his Servants, 


theſe poor ſouls that he had commanded 
theſe men to come into 4Macedinia to con- 
yert ; but now my Friends here is a wheel 
within a waeel, here. is the over-ruling, and 
the infinite wiſdom of God, appearing in the 
very nick of time, catchive the 

Job. 5.12. crafty in his own device,and car- 
13. Tying the counſel of the wicked 

and a ctafry Devil, that having 

yented his malice, and hus rage asainft the ſer- 
vants of med, thought himſelf now ſure e- 
'nough of the day ; and that his Kingdom 
ſhonld nor be molefted in that place 5 but 


;- _- Serpent;yer theAntient of days 
Rev. 20, 2. did ur-wit him 5 and though 
Par.7.22. the Devil is called a Lyon for 
x Pet.g5. 8, his ſtrenvth and power, and a 

a roaring 1.yon for bis fury 3 yet 
the Lyrn of the Tribe of Judah was too many 

For hin, ou: Lord Chriſt did make this very 
aagoof Sathan, this diſcovery of his malice. a 

Ss means 


nor what became of his own glory, and of 


we ſee, that though the Devil is galled an oldſ}. 


means fo throw . down the Dev. Kingdam, 
and to exalr and propagace h.$own.; for we 
ſee, that _ when Pani and Silas was bioughe 
inco the Priſon, inſtead of being diſcouraged, 
chey ſung Pſalms 3 inflead . ef lying there.un- 
til the Irons had entred into their ſouls, eye- 


' ry Priſoners bands was unlooſned ; well, what 
follows : the Goaler he comes in, and he finds 


che doors epen, he thought his priſoners had 
been fled; and,now what courſe doth he take? 
be draws our his ſword co murder himſelf, he 
had been doing whar lay in him to muccher bis 
ſoul all rhe days of his life before, and now he 
was about, by one agt, co murcher both ſoul 
and body together. 

Now wichout queſtion, the Devil that had 
encautaged him in the exaſperating of his 
c:uelry on theſe worthy ſervants cf God, te 


was now as Ieady to rejoyce in the downlall 


of this poor Creacure, 

My Friends, by the way I pray excuſe this 
diorefſion 3 Oler it be a means to wake us 
have y-ry low conte@ptible choughts of this 
111 condicioned Mifter the Devil, that when 
bis ſervants have donz him the nemoſt le: vice 
they can, he is ſo far from having ever che 
b2trer thoagh:s of them, and from loving c{ 
them rhe b:rrer, thar he doth wait his oppore 
tuntty, and .doth prompt them -0n 2 thaſe 
2Kions, 


- Ar and a, 1 D246 GU 2s AU KAT Nt e384 3 FO, 144-2 6 


« 4. OR th, 
RY 


Hee 


and dcfirudtion upon them. . 1 do verily be- 


heve this, "that when the Devil ſaw the poor 
mans ſword drawn, and the pcint of it ready 
£0 be ſet again his breait, that he did rejoyce 
to ſee the poor man ready to tumble head- 
: . * 1-ng into evelafiinz flames, 
Row.16.27. but row this wiſe God, whoſe 


. Rev. 1. 14+ bead is as white as wocl, did 


{:uſtrate rhe ex>eRarinn of this 
ſubtile ſerpent, he did catch the crafty in his 
'ewn devices 3 you need not queflion bur rhe 
Devil did endeavcu: to help forward this cru- 


ty, which this Goaler did exerciſe rowards 


theſe ſe varts of God; and you may ſee this 
Cruelty of his, God did (fo by t's wiſe previ- 
dence ordef-ir, that it did tend co his conver- 
fron, * | 

O happy was it for the poor moaler, that 


Gsd did finiſh two works in one jcu:ney that 


he came to deliver the bedies cf his ſervants 
from a temporal p'iſon, ano did deliver the 
foul of the Boaler f: ih the pr ſon of Hel- 
fire. Wellnow, 18 the verſe before my Text, 
you ſee ihe Goaler comirg trembling before 
rhe Priſoners of hope, be that before thought 
Paul and Salas, not worthy to l:ve on the 


earth, Id now'come, and fall down ro the 


ea:tii @ their Feet, and ſaid, what fhall o_ 
ve 


be ſaved? O what a ſerions queſtion . waz 
here ?. wel} now, rhe words in my Text, are 


an anſwer to this ſerious queftion ; why ſays 


the Apofile, believe rn the Lord Jeſms Chriſt, 
aud theu ſhalt be ſaved. And thus bzing come 
tothe words of my_Text, I ſhall brietly de- 
vide them into two parts: Fi-lt, here is an 


exortation to a very ſerious and weighty cu-- 


ty, and that is, believe in the Lord je ſ268 


Chriſt, 2aly. Here is a prevailing excitail- 


on to ſtir him up to the performance of rbis 
duty in theſe words, and thou ſhalt be ſav:d ; 
n the exho:tation we have ſeveral particula's, 
in this fi:ft general : Fiſt, here is the ah, and 
that is believe. 24!y, Here Is the objeR. #p- 
#n the Lord.Jeſuws Chriſt. 3adly. Take notice 
of the perſons here, that is prefling this ex- 
hortation on him, and that was Pasz/ and 
$11as : Thoſe that had been ſcou:ged and i:n- 
priſoned by him, they were new preaching the 
Goſpdl to hin, and witheur queſiton, wirk 
| bowels of compaſſion to his pretious ſouls. 
They did nor now think ef Revenge, and did 
not now, while this poor man was in 2 ſpiritu- 
al Agony, take there a&vantage againſt him, 
and (ay, thou haſt been cruel ta us, and now 
ſhift for thy ſelf as well as thou canſt ; no, 
for firſt they hinder him from ſelf- Musthers 
and 24/y, they preach the Goſpel to hins,! be- 

| = | lieve 


hilieve on- thi Lord Jeſme Chr: 3 in the Wer 
fourrh and [a{tplace, the perſon exhorted ro ſhi 
ehis Duty, and that was the moaler, one thit 

had been 2 violent perſecuto:, and he is here 
exhorted to believe in Chriſt. From whence 

my Friendgrake notice of this; tl at *tis poſſi» 

ble for _ the greateſt ſinner to ger a broaken 
heart; one would have choughr, that if any 
mzn ſhould have gone withour a broken heare, 

and withour Chritt, and mercy, a perſecuting: 
Goaler ſhould, that had perſecuted theſe 
bleffed ſervants of God, that did come en pu:- [a 
poſe among them, ro do their ſouls good, 

By the way my Friends, take encourage- 
ment, you that a:e the greateſt firners here, 
(though nor 6 continue in yout fins) yet to 
wait on Goa in Geſpel Ordinances, for. you 
know nor how ſoon God may be pleaſed to 
work on your Souls, and to turn you from Ft 
Darkneſs to Light, and from the power of S$4+ 
canunto God ; I ſhall ftand no longer, before 
I come to the main Obſeryarion that T would 

. preſent you with, which is this that every true 
| believer (hall be ſaved, believe on the Lord 
ſus Chrift, and thou ſhalt be ſaved ; my 
riends, I hoying elſewhere made an attempt 
en theſe wordr, 2nd made enttance into them, 
I ſha not now Rand ro ſpend much time in 
the Doctrinal per, bur only copfirm it by 2 
| ew 
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& every word may be eftabliſh- 
4 the fiſt 11 Mark, 16. 16, ; He that be- 
reverh, and i baptiſed, ſhall be ſaved 3 ano- 
1er.we have inthe 3d. Chap. of 7ohz, 16. wv. 


F097: God ſo [ oved the Horld, that he Lave his . 


ny begotten $ on, that whoſoever belteveth 31 
bs ould. not periſh, but have everlaſting 
life 3 and in the 36.4, of the {ame Chapter, 
he that believeth on the Son, bath everlaſting 
Life 3 he hack italready in its inCoatien, and 


(iter be dyes, . he ſhall bave ir in ics conſum- 


mation, Now my Friends, 1 Ihall come to 
the Application, which is. that .I mainly in- 
end, in ſerting upon this ſubjeR chis day ; 
2nd.in the fit place, if every true believer, 
ſhall be Taveg, rhisis uſeful 3 firlt, by way of 
ipfermation. . 2dly. By way of examination. 
Thirdly, By way, of 'conſolation. Fourthly, 
By way of exhortation, | Fiftkly,, By way of 
Infiru&ion, Firſt, *cis uſeful by way of 
Information, if every true Believer ſhall be 
ſaved, then it, may. inform. us of rhe ipfinice 
28d boundleſs love of God to all true Belie- 
vers, O! well, way the Apoſile ſay inthe 
3d. of Jehz,. wv. 16. God ſo ſaved the World. 
Omy Friends, their 1s-ſo much contained in 


this: word ſo, as cannot be utrered by the 


Creature, for when Wiſdom it ſelf was ſprak- 


ing ©. 


| Iygof it,be puts ic off wich a ſo, nor as theug... 

"Chriſt could 'nor have manifeſted the ver!* 
depth of rhe fove of God, bur becauſe, rhous 
" he ceutd have done ir, we being bur finu{*"! 
Creatures, were not ih a capacity to compre! 
bend char boundleſs depth of this love of Lodi 
to poor finners : My Friends, I may alude tc 
thoſe words of Job. 11.7, 8, 9. Canſt tho 
by ſearching, find oxt God ? canft thou find onſ2 
the Almighty unto perfettion ? it 3s as hight 
a Heaven» ; what can'ft tho know ? the mea" 
fare whereof ts longer then the Earth, broadeff: 
thenyhe Sea, Weſee ſuch is the immenſicyſ! 
and greatneſs of thiglove of God ro poo} 

' finners, thar "tis unſpeakable and glorious 
and I may ſay of it, that 'ris that, we cannorf'® 
find our ro petfeQtion 3 "tis as high as Heaſ”” 
tn; whatcauwedo ? the mtaſure thereof uf 
Longer then the Earth, ani” broader then theffs. 
Sea. This leve of God ro poor finners, it* 
may appear In the higheſt Heaven, for net aff! 
Soul thar is in elory, but is beholdibg ro this 
doungleſs love of Sod for their ſaivation. 2% 

_ "God ſo loved the World, the Holy Ghoſt putsF** 

It offas it were with a queſtion, as if it wereſf:®; 

-that which-caggoert be uttered, nor indeed canf'* 

*It be uttered by the Creature 3' for if all the: 

Angels'in Heaven fhould. undertake to ſerF'®" 
forth the love of Ged, in ſending of Cn roſſ2 
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ul. Wu = as 
ver je fer _—— they avnſt have fo ATE 
26 ime as will run , Agel wich the Line cf .E> 
i@6rnitys or lie _they' will never agcompliſh. 
preſſÞcir. work; For, {ſo long will chis love of God 
"ol xcend 1 ic ſelf in the highef degree the Crea>” 

> ure is capable of, 
ho Ob my fr iends, Was ir not mwonde:fat love 
be in God, that he ſhould ſend {his Son 1 to dye for- 
cbels; that he that, had but ope natural Son, - 
;:aÞpould give him up to the death for us that 
def(here. proclaiming open War a%aipft him by 
mg ah fins : Oh wonderful boundleſs love, well 
zorÞ0ay the Apoſtle ſay indeed, in the 5th. of 
ugYfo1a7s, che 8th. v. Here Gad' commended 
ors love towards ms 3 14 that” while: Wwe were 
ofrners, Chriſt dyed for us, that i is the firſt, 
e bly It may inform us of the glorious effes 
f of the dearh and.ſufferings of the Lerd Jelus 
irfebtit ; for choygh, the love of God was the 
7 mpulſive cauſe of out ſalvacich, "yet ic was 
ig he death'and ſufferivg, the ative axd paſſive 
" pbedience, of Jeſus Ch:ilt, chat was the metis 
ri orious cauſe rhe! eof; and cherefore ſaith cbe 
refford in 1ſaiah, 53. when the Holy Ghoſt had 
6Þecn there ſpending a whole Chapter in ſer- 
eng forth the,ſu Ferioge of Chrift for poet 
t Inners, at length. be.comes ro fhew the com- 
6 oreable. and the ſweet, and glotious effes 
Yq | oduced chereby, in v. - | Therefore _ H | 
evide 
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Th ib the, great, g--* he 

y! with the fg bedanſ; e he 
by ſawul Pr acath, T er 6+ 
fore bar i” ord * im 4, Portion with the 
great. - what 3 at i$ ; this ? Why. *ris the oreit 
Devil; that ffs oreat in poet, that he leads 
CAPove rhe 2 reareſt pa ig. £Y the World ; and 

Gat devide ethe [po by with the r ftirong, which 
is the ſam Eine A bethre, Which 1 1s com 
rfion Wn oly Shoft” in the Old Teſts-\ 
men: to en te ejol Expretſons, as if che Lord 
fhould haye. iTad, becauſe 7} "poor man harh 
finned; therefore the Devit this forto hive 
the Soulg of 2 "the Men and Worjen in rhe 
World: bux -Faigh £ God, F will, divide him a 
Portion wit the's great, Gue 77 e ſhall divide the 
Neilwith the ris "a$1f the ord ſhould 
Is 59 Son wall have (6me Souls, the 

evil. (ho gal Rey haye'aIl'3 For there is ſome 


ſhall divide in 


fl ths Fruir of 'm 


þ I m. 
EE eta vel," 251 t! TS ofihe 53 of Tſa, 


'H (hall be of the Travel of hu Soul, and 
«>, an  Alegotical Metaphor, ta- 
roman in Travel, Thar though, the, 
th. b hip Travel, yer. re ejoycerh whe 4 
i, is borp 1 into the world; ſo though Chriſt 
(0 d Indure ſore pangs in'w We king our r the fal- 
Je of DRE le \ yer 'be halt fee of the Tra: 
bf be 57 will droide biws 4 Para 
With 
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Porrion, as'1n Dev. .I2, vV Z0f 
Portion s his People. 'Well aks 
Son that have. his Portion in Men, an 
men, which the Devil doth think: 70 Tom to 
yell this is. 
the ſecond rilin? : my Fries 4 time, 
and {&ength would ermits for Beg more. 
clearin up of” tis: ore r truth. t * the. 
oforious effects "of t the Sack an d pk of 
te Lord Jeſus Chr, rewards gelizy Vers, or 
e effeQs of his death; doth extend 1c ſelf ro 


ws, 

jt, 1 
J, 
Fx 


t er 3dopriori and cornfort, and con{ olati- 


ON, "0d" bappipels, "and glory: herexitet. ; all. 
nefits,, & fnany PE the.s 0 gforious.. 
c ects of the. death and ſuffe 7108; of THe Lord, 


Jl s Chciſk, Then AY che rhird place; it eye-. 
rf believer {þ be. ' tEceiveg i into glory, 
1 w.much \ we ate.ng o:dro_ 


6.4 


1 hit! pO 711 us 


i 16ve re "900d in % 'G od, that. doth eal 1 up. 


ro our * ls," our Inckeeſt i inChcikt ; + whom. 
alone” tis, 'thar we Hh FF) 22 ber ro Ih ; bs 


the Wo ork + 5rcogt 


16 hobhon of Gols wtarh, That IS, 
due to us for fin ; ſs *tis the work of the.. 
\ blefled* Ws of. God to help the Soul to ſee. . 


that 


0 IRS SOS, + 


as : 


that evil PUeY for Sinds? abd that Sy bick 
dyed for thee. 'OSout,*rhou act a Believer, 
"cis the hely ſpirir of Ged that doth comfort © 
the SouPin rcouble ; chat. .dorh ſettle the Soul” 


in fea”, char doth preſerve the 'Soul ing per-. 7 


ſeverits ite, when it would be turned to the. 
_ right ry 2 Or totht left ; 0 my Friends, One 
may 'fay of the Spitic of God, .as. avid did of 
che City 'of God, "qloritus things are (p pa-. 
ken of KN >, ſo s þ may ſay, eforicus thines are 
ſpoket of. thee, O blefled Foiric of God 3 and” 
therefore” as in' Epbeſ. 4. wv. 30. Grieve vt 
rht holy Spirit of wed, whereby you are [ealed._ 
#p to the day of Kedemptioi, In the faucth | 
place, if it be ſs, that. every true Beligver, 
ſhall be. ſaved, then ir may inform us oft the, 


falthood of thoſe. erroi is ;Fennets,; which 

fling away tfom. 
crve faith; Pav7 and $1/as did ner (ay to the. 
Goiler, if thou believed: and: 'conrinuelt ro | 
believe, thou” ſhalrbe' Trved, 'but if thou be-. 
Jitveſt, thou ſhalt-be' ſaved, once a'believer. 
and' TEN a balaver. M FFtiegds, I I hope you 5 
have ner. for#or bbw "did endeavour in. 
rwelve' prricula: $ to. (ew you from whenee. 
 thebelievers' perſeverebce. dcth atiſe, and al all. 
the Arlniniax' Tepnetrs ini the world (hat ne-. 
ver*be' able to firike ar the Root of any.of.. 


h6Jd forch of i Poſſibility 0 


Lacſe thvelve fonndatiohs of a Believers perſc- 
YELENgee 


Þ verance.- As firſt, hou he art. a a Believer; 
thou baſt the eternal decree of Ged Ingaged 
for thy perſeverance, 2 7 im.'2 chap, 18.1 I9.v. 
Heb.'6. 17. Thou haſt likewiſe rhe Erecnal 
love of God, as. another ground of th Ppetſe- 


'verance, Jer.31,v.3. / have levied thee with 


an everlaſting love, therefore with love and 
kindneſs bave 1 drawn thee ; my Friends; I 
"wonder how men t':at pretend ro have ur der- 
| ftanding, ſhould b= blinded ( by the 50d. of 
this woud. co rhink char the ſame everlaſting 
love, that did ingage @od to ſet his love on 
us, ſhould eyer be turned i Into hatred, ſo 2s ts 
leave us te our wills, and ſo to periſh for e- 
ver ; likewiſe the widoi of God is engaged 
herein ; Chriſt makes 1t a mark of a fooliſh 
| man,char doch begin ts build a houſe, &.is not 
able to finiſh it;thou char art abelievine Soul, 
thou art Gods ſpiricual building ; 2nd if he 
thould begin ro build, and ſhould not finiſh 
it, it would demonRrate great folly in the Di- 
vipe Majeſty, which to afferr would be no leſs 
then blaſphemy, Ged. being the fountain of 
wiſdom ; likewiſe the faithfulneſs of God is 
envzced i in it. 1 The. 5. 24,25. Faithful 1s 
ber chat bath called you who alſo will do it, will 
do what? 'you may read in the 23 v. And the 
wery Eod of peace ſanttifie you wholly ; and 1 
pray God your whole '/ pirit, aud ſol, Les 
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78 Bis p IT pra, 
8 7, tc #*s Chriſt. mk 


| K Judg! or by, depth, * De Soul: in whom 
(ft .: ris bY work is k is begun, fhall ve carried [- 
Iv, 6. Be that hatÞ begus a good 1 ory 


to aft com. ng 


| f:om te, new Covenant of $race, that, ne : bath 
= encred} i0t0 a new Coyznanc with the people, 
+ and hehach cherein engeged bimſelf, char he 
| will guc His fear! into our hearts, that we (hall 
pot depart from him, Jer, 32: 40. Likewiſe 
the power of Ged .is ingaged herein, 16,pre- 
ſerve, every £iue believer, om total fal' INS. 2- 
way from God, 2 Pet. 1 W 0 Are. epr by 


 & 
he power of God, Py Faith tinto Salua- 
£104, . Likewiſe alio he's aſory of 4 On of 
undati- 


= God i Is 6 OY 1017; Thrill is the 
_*vhof, this ſpiticual building ne, he. is the chick 
Corner Srone. Now my, ods, Pray i mind 
it, whepſoeyer a houſe {; ale, the - fonndarion} is 
auall defe 1y&, and nl ;orner fone. Will 
be ſure to fall; nay... be._is the. rop-ltone £69, 
Is” Ou may. ſecin Z «chary. Now: Chrift being 
Al rheſe i in che ſpicicual ſuperſtrudnre, ir, mul 
be, that Jeſus Chriſt muſt fall himſelf,” Whenr 


fiom-God. " Again, We ſhewed. likewiſe it 
dorh, ariſe, fre ml che Influence, | thatthe blefſ-d 
: Re 'of: God ach on the hearts of thoſe char 
are 


{of es 
Chrift ſhall Coles by 


il $227/1 Jt, and we e (heived ji Ji emile Lis Clear 


ſaver, a true believer, dbth finally ſal "off 
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[ite believers, as in the x Joh.'2, v, 20, But 


you have an Hlnttios - from the Hoj y Ont, and 
jou know all things 3 he had been thewing be- | 
fore what'a ſight of Anrichriſts and Apoltates 


{there were; bur ſaith he, you have received 


an Batt ion from the Holy One; you have that 
which 'chey want, they had only an outfide 
profeifion;bur they wanted the inward reaeh- 
mos of the ſpirit, as in the 26 and 27th, ver. 
Iſa. 59. 19. You may there. fee how God 
doth keep a ſoul in a perſeverine frame, Fo 
ſhalt they fear the Name of the Lord from the 
Weſt, & his glory from the Riſing of the Sun, 
when the enemy ſhall come in like a Flood, the 
ſptrie of the Lord ſhall ft ap a Standard as 
gainft him. The words are very empharical, 
wherber they do point at the Devil, or at the 
corruprions of our own hearts, which are the 
vreateſt'perſecurors of the godly ; *cis a mi- 
Fracy exprefſion, rahgn from Souldiers, when 
they life up their Enfi ns in defiance of-their 
Enemies 3 and as Chriſt ſaich, por this Rock 
bave I built my Charch, that the gatrof Hell 
ſhall not prevail againſt it, ſo faich rhe Spiric, 
bere when the Enemy breaks iu like 4 Flogd, 


then ſhall the Spirie*of*theLard ifs xp bis 


Standard againſt thentf Ta, 304% 21. You 
may ſee how the ſpicit doth proceed in h1 


work,to keep the Soul in a perſevering frame, 


woen- 


VIII a 


; x58: ;Þ 
# 


whenſoever the.poor Squl is ready to tutn' ro 


che Right hand, or to che Lefc, then he doth 


* Whiſper a {weer word in their ear, thrs rs the 


way, walk iz it, and truly chat is 4 norable 
word, I/a. 61.v.8. And I will dirett their 


work intrath, *18 God by the wfluence of bis 


ſpirit, cirecting of our works 1n rivuth, that 
doth keep us from falling. away ſrom God. 1 
hope my Friencs,theſe areenough to confirm 
this fourth rruths that true believers -cannot 
fall off from 00d, Fiftblv, Ir may inform us 
of the vaſt difference char is between the fare 
of rrue Believers, and the Rate of Unbelie- 
vers 3 for if you took 1n thoſe Scriptures wk 
mentioned, /Aark, 16. v.16. He that be- 
lieveth,and ts baptized, (hall be ſaved; but he 
that believeth not. ſhall be damned,and ſo like- 
wiſe.in Joh» 3. there you may ſee the diffe- 
rence ſer down, He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlaſting life 3 and he that believeth 
zot on the Son, ſhall xot ſee life, bat the Wrath 
of God abideth on him, es 


The tiue believer 1s ſaid ro have egerlaſtingg. - 


Iffe, that 1s, he bach the aſſurance of it ſooner 
or later 3 he hath it in this life, 1p its-incoat! 
on,. though nor inits conſummation, TI pra 
my Friends, If ycu remember no more, carr 
away This, that if Heaven, and Eternal life 1: 
not-within yeu, 'while you are in this world 

| | yo 
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yew ſhall neve; enter int Heavenly orEte:- 
pavlife, when you ſhall leave this world ; 
' Now herein appears the.valt difterence rt at is. 


between che face of a Believer and anUnbe- 
liever ; as abeſiever hath the Heaven: of Spi- 


ritual Light from $07, and the ſame ſpiritual - 


love to God,& the ſame (pL1cual joy in (0d, 
and the ſame ſpiritual Communich withGod, 
now in this life, as they {þdll have 1n the life 
Lo come, in reſpect of rhe nature and quality 
tf.eccof,though not in reſpect of the quantity; 
ſo likewiſe a wicked man hath che ſame ſpiri- 
[ul darkneſs. in his underfianding,- and the 
ſzme icregularalicy in his aftection,. and the 
ſame contumacy in his will now, as he will 


 haveiin Hell, in reſpect of the nature and qua- 


licy chereof, chough not in reſpet'of the de- 
oree and quanrity ; now bellith Drunkards 
make chemſelves Drunk with Wine and ſtrong 


bear, and in Hell God will make them pleds - 


the Devil ar a full Cup of his wrath 3 .waich 


| bzins powered into the Cup of his Indignaci- 
oj . cu, will mate chem D:unk for ever andeeyer; 
the Hellifh Adulcerer burns in his Luſt 'here, 


and God will make him burn in Hell for ir 


| hereafter : As beavenly Sajnrs love God, and 


propound his glory as their ujrimate end in 
all their duties 3 ſo hellifh Sinners hate God, 


. and propound their own glory as theip ulgt- 


43 mae 
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atd more complear in vertue, ſo unbelievers 
are daily more and more repheat with Vice; 
and thus we ſeethe valt difference thart is be- 


tween beſievers and unbelievers in this life ; 


and look upen them ar the hour of death, and 
ſee what a vaſt difference there will be then 
between them, as in Prev. 14.32. The wick 
ed is driven away in his wickedzeſs, bat the 
Righteerws hath hope 01 his death 3 and look 
upor themar the Reſurrection, and ſee what 
a vali difference there is between them. as in 
'Das. 22.v. 2. And many of them that ſleep 
21 the auf of the Earth, ſhall awake, ſome to 
ever laſiizg life, aud ſome to ſhame and ever- 
tafting contempt ; and look upon them at the 
denunciation of that dreadful ſentence,and ſee 
The vaſt difference that is between them, as in 
at, 25. 33, 34. where the Righteous & the 
belieyer is ſet 0635 7:0ht hand, and theun- 
believer ozthe left, Then ſhall the King ſay 
to them on his right hanaycome ye bleſſed of my 
Father ; come poor ſoul, thou balt calied me 
-£o come ro thee many a time , in euty then 
core thou now to me; the world looked up- 
on thee to be a cuiſed, Creature, bur | p:o- 
-pounce thee bleſſed ; it may be, whilft rt ou 
wett in the world, the Foxes had a priviſedg 
aboye thee, rhey has hoks £0 hide their heads 


nz 


mare end in duties; as believers are daily 'mere 
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10 3 But nom Lge Ma Kingdom poopand for 
oy but now {ce whac will become of upb=; 
lievers, as in the 42. v. here is a dreadfnl fem 
rence patt againlt chem., Depart from ».c,here 
154 ſeparation from all joy and bhappan=is; you 
ſaid to me in your hife-rume, depart from ag, 
for we deſire 01 the krewlady of the wars, mow 
depart from me ye Curſedyats everlaſting fire, 
there is the extremity of pain and ronment, 
thou waſt one that did burn ia thy lufts bere, 
and chou watt on= that was inflamed wah ity 
lufis, or with wane and firone drank, or with 
harred againſt me 53 naw 20. into cve:laftin? 
fire,it was the Devil bole voice chou would- 
et 05ey, and whoic watk thyuppoubdett do, 
and now thou ſhalt hzve cnouch of bum - now 
here you may ſee the vaſt difference b=rween 


the (ace of all cruchelievers and unb=licvers. 


Now believers, thy jball ceaſe from all therr 
murnng, ard all their ſorrow ſhell be torned 
to joy, Lacn thou thalt bave jy wirhoyr 
ſorrow, and healrh wichour ſickneſs, and life 
wichout death, and ſhall have che ihummes of 
Gods Countenance, mitheur whe leatt mrcure 
of the hidirg of tus face, and as for chon char 
a't an-1nbeliever, whar alc chou de, a vaſt 
d ference there will be berwecn thy condivt- 


. on and a tive believers, when thou arr calt m- 


20 evetlaſtins lanes, waich I mh char none 
OG oo here 


_ nn 97 Og Oe agony 9p ge es -- 


22. oy 
here may-experience the rorments of; when 
thou ſhalt never more have "the leaft hope of 
the leaſt Ray of the Son of Conſolation ſhine- 
| ing on thee':: Oh then whar woe and terror 
| mill ſurprize thy Soul, and what unſpeakable 
| Wirco!, to think that chou haſt been all thy life 


'rime heaping up to thy ſelf wrath againſt the 


day of whath: 


0 ſhould have cocetad! co other inferen« 
«ces, but I ſhall defer them till che After- 

.” noon: Covlider what hath been ſaid, and 
the Loid o1ve you underſiandipo. 


«vn t a4 * 


 Thrend of wy Morning Sermon. 


Then 
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| Eco in ah fixth place, if it be ſo, chac all 
T crue believers ſhall be ſavediic may 10- 

| form us of the goreat neceſſity we have 
of hearing che Word Preached » though my 
Friends, God is able to convert wichour 
means 3 he is a free avent, he can work how 
he will;and when te will; bur Preaching is the 


ordinary means whereby God doth rurnSin- 


ners from Satan ,to God, 2Chroz. 4 4 5+ 
where you may ſee there 1s a .moIton Sea, 
which was a Type of Chriſt, zt & my" 4pon 12. 
Oxen, three looking towards the North, and 


three looking rowrds the Weſt;aud three looking 


towards the South, and three looking towards 
the Faſt 3 and if you look into the Revelati- 
ons, there you. ſhall ſee the Ele ſhall come 
from the Eaſt, and from the Weſt , and from 
che North, and from the South, and there is 
twelve doors open in the new. Jeruſalem, 


three North, three Welt, tree South, and 


Vues EeChrit he is the Molten Sea;through 


whom | 


- 


pho 
dy 9 
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whom *cis we are brovche roLife, he it is thac 


js rhe Sea of Grace arid mercy for poor Sin-. , 
mers; therefore, 1f you would have this Sea f| | 
Grace; the Lord Jeſus Chrift, we-rmuft have || : 
2n eye unto che-rwelve Onen, the cwelve A- | - 

| and their ſuccefors, which ace the Mi- h 
nifters of the Goſpel ; and fairh the Apoſtle || 


_ In' Rev. 19. 17-, So farth comth by hearing, | A 
and bearins by the ord of God.” M y Friends, 
J durſt nor limir che Holy Oce ef 1ſrac!, fo as 
xo ſay, there is no way to convert a Soul, but ff 'q 
by Preaching of the Golpel ; bur this is the || «, 
ordinary way God 1s pleaſed ro make uſe of, | 
| Yor the opening of their eyes, rhar are blinded 
|  +by the cod of chis world ; for we are all nd- ||; 
| -eurally blind; and we muſt lyc by che way fide, || 
to be cured of this blindneſs ;* the Preaching || 5 
of the word, they are Gods Pook of Betheſda, | © 
. whereby | he doth cure thoſe ghat are rroubled [| m1! 
-with ſpirirual lameneſs, 2nd choſe that come || .. 
"Into Congregations poſlefſed with Dev:ls, as | in 
"In Aferk, 1; 23, 24. 25. Heealls out a Devil || 
- of Pride our of one Soul, and a Devil of Co- | L 
-veruovfneſs our 'of another Seul, and the De- || ;; 
- vil of Luſt ouc ofanorher, and thoſe devillith || g 
-Luſts Chriſt doth caft our white we vrein che || þ, 


' Then qthly. Ir may inform us what ene- | 
\mieshey ers our immoral Fouls chr $> | 
FE adour 
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zbour . to deprive us of the means of Grace ; 


yon ſee Preaching: is the ordinary means for 


the Converſion of Souls, ſo they mutt be ſoule 


mutdere:s that go abouc to hinder the preach- 


ing of the Goſpel. | 


rableneſs and ſenſoriouſnels of thoſe perſons 
chat for ſmal differences from them,in circum< 


ances of Religion, will ſend whole Congre- 


gations to everlaſting perdition, that if chey 
cannot comply with them in every circum- 
fance, they are preſently all damned : Bur we 
ſee thar'it is net being of this or that perſwa- 
fion, that will bring us to Heaven, but belie- 


ving in Jeſus Chriſt 3 'but yer my Friends, 


though ſuch a thing is defirable, and we hope 
will be when the Lyon ſhall lye down with che 


Lamb,and the Leopa:d hall ear oral s with the. 


Oxe,yet in the mean while,let ns nor'paſs ſuch 


 uncharitable ;cevſures on thoſe that eanner 
 cotnply with us in every circumſtancial point 


in Religion; .you ſee faith is the main chin 


that the Apoſtle drives at ; believe in che © 
'Lord Jeſus C hriſt, char is che main ching chat 
.1s to be looked at; I ſhall now come co an uſe 
_ of examination, if it be fo that none hte rrue 


believers hall be ſaved, then it lyes upon us 


. toſce whether we.are ſuch believers or nor : 
| My Friends, if any of us were bur c6 lay.our a 
Ke, oo on — 2 on 


tehrbly. It may inform us of the unchari= 


(26) 


lictle money upon a purchaſe, though of a lit- 
tle value, how circumſpe& ſhould we be,leaſt 
our evidences ſhould prove falſe,and this care 
Is noc diſcommendable neither ; buc bow will 
this condemn the praRtice of the greateſt part 
of the World, that are. ſo.ri&t and careful a- 
bour rifles, and neglect the concerns of their 
immortal Souls 3 I ſhall endeavour to lay 
down ſome Rules and Tryals, which by the 
aſſiftance of Gods ſpirit, we may know whe- 
ther we are true believers,and ſo conſequent- 
1y ſuchas are in a fate of Salvation. Firtt, 
-would't chou know whether thou art a true 
believer, then try whether thou doſt know 
God,fer we will never venture any great con- 
cernment upon a.perſon rhat we know lirtle 
.of ; thou that art a believer, thou haſt greater 
concerns to venture on God, then ten thou- 
. ſand worlds 3 me-thinks I bear ſome ſ1y,what 
.do you think we don*c know God' co be our 
. Father, and Chriſt-our Redeemer. My Friends 
bave you any reality of the kn owleds ef God 
.1h your Souls 5£ have you a practical knowleds 
of him, ſce what our Lord Chriſt ep, Jon. 17. 
?, A this is Life Etarnal, that they may| 
know the only true God,and Jeſus Chriſt whom| 
_ theu haſt ſent; the Pradtical knowledg of God 
is Eternal life,in its incoation. My Friends,do 


_ _ yen know God ſo. in his power, as to fear him | 


and 


P _ —— 


” 


| — 
72: | 230d in bis mercy to love him, and in his omni» | 
a | ſciency, nor to _commir any fin in fecrer , | | 

though che eye of the Creator he upon thee, 
ing | eÞis wasa fign that Joſeph had a tiue'knowledg | 
of God,that when he was tempted co fin, which 


art 2Q,thi | 

| = poſſibly might have been hid from the eyes of | 

eir | the World, yer he dared not to commit itz, If 
| 


lay bur on the contrary, if you know (o little of | 
he | Godin his mercy, that it doth nor draw cur | 
your loye to him ; and know him ſo little 1n 


- his Juſtice, that you ſee no need of Jeſus Chriſt 
ft, | £2 be your Redeemer, ard you know him not 
ve | IÞ bis fairbfulnelles, that jou dare not truſt i 
wi ©: then 'tis a gn thou art an unbelievec ; 
n-| cavli thou ſay with Pant, I know whoms I have ; 
le f} #rlfeved, 2 Tim. 12, = : 
er 21y. If chou a:t oaezthat art a true believew | 
1 | Eben thou art one that haſt an indeared aftet- | 
2x3 ©nro God ; when a Soul believes char God 
url Path ſent his Cear Son to dye for him,and this 


ge comes to be realized to the Soul, thar ſoul is {lj 
ſer all in a flame with love tro God, Friends [; 
obſerve this,that propo:tionable co the appre® i}? 
7. Hhenſions we have of the love of God ro us, in . || 

Jeſus Chriſt, ſuch is the manifeſtarion of our 
love to God ; what is the reaſon the Martyrs 
\d| have embraced the flames with ſuch courage» {i[l 
ol which at orber times ic may bz, a few days be- 
| fore, they were ready to ſink at the apprehen- 
\ | --  I0''$: ovs 


Flons ef the bitter cup they were to drink, but 
the clear ſence they had of che love of God to 
their ſouls. We know this my Friends,that the 
Sreater and clearer eyidences we have of that 
£60d, which at preſent. we do receive from 2 
Friend, or hopes to receive from them for the 
future, ir doth abundantly Ric up our affeRi- 
ens, and inflame our love towards them, if we 
look into the Corinthians, we may ſee that 
God hath pnt Faith and Love together ; and 
what God hath joyneo tcgether, let no man 
ur aſunder, I Cor, 13. 13. And now abideth. 
Faith, Hope, and © harity, Gal 5, 6. Nezther 
Circumciſion availeth any thirg nor {ncrrcums- 
erfion, but faith which worketh by love. Friends, 
ow do you find it, what love have you to,the 
worſhip of God, & to the Ordinances of God, 
and to the people of God ; do your ſouls bear 
you witneſs, that you can ſay of the word of 
God, as David did, that "tis ſweeter than the 
honey, or the honey-comb 3 in the 3d. place, 
Try ic by ycur hope likewiſe; a true faith doth 
always accompany a true hope : Tis true 
Friends, we bad need be criticol about theſe 
things, for go and ask- an unbeliever wherher 
he loves God, ard he will anſwer you, is pit- 
ry he:fhnould live elſe 3 and again ask them, 
whether they hope to have alvation þyChrift 


alone.;*yes ſay they, who do you think we 
| £ ſhoud 


| 
' . 
{ 
} 
| 
| 


wm 


4 | n 
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arch the Apolile of chis hope, ard every hndv twat 
nath thix hope, be pirifies himſelf as be is pure, 
My Friends, all the d.fference, that is between 
aich and hope is this: Faich doth reſpect the ee- 


ſainty of che promiſe, and hope doch reſpe& the 


2odneſs of the thins pramiſed,and where one of 
heſe are, there they are borh,for they both go ro- 
echer ; but now you may ſay what 1s the mean- 
20 of this purifying himſelf ; as he is pure, can a- 
y one be ſo pure as God is : My Friends, "cis al- 
ogether impoſſible, that the Creature ſhould at- 
tin to that degree of perfetion and purity that 
in Ged , purefienifies co be without mixture 3 
perſon may be ſaid to be purely evil, as Godis 
urely 200d; he purifies himſelf as he is pure,thar 
s, be hath not a heart for God, & another for the 
orld ; he is really ſuc as he {eems to be, he is 
ithout hypocrite. 4thly. Again, would thou 
know the ſoundneſs ef thy Faith, then ery ic by. 
by conſtant implacable hatred of finz this we may 
ee laid down as a true mark ot Faith, At#s 15. 9. 
arifying their hearts by Faith + Faith doth pre- 
ent the ſoul with a Crucified Jeius, 2s Crucified 
or it in particular; the formal Profeſſor pleaſerh 
Imſelf wich this, thac Chriſt dyed for ſinners, and 
ve ace all ſinnzrs. My Friends, there 15 nothing 
har gives ſuch a mortal wound ro (in, in the ſoul 
ff believers, as wien thev do. apprehend that 
briſt did ſuffer ſuch grievous thipcs, for its 


2 


ſelf. -- 
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high efteem of Jeſus Chriſt, x Pep. 2. 7. {nts you 
therefore that believe, he ts precious,or be is a ho- 
pour 3 4 true believer, he looks upon it as his 
honour, that he is a member of Chriſts miſtical 
body, that he is a branch in that bleſſed Vine ; he 
looks upon it as his honour, that Chriſt will look 
up*n him as his Servant ; as the Emperor T þ:0- 
dofirus ſaid, he lacked upon it to be more honoar to 


| bm, that he was a Servant of Jeſms Chriſt, then 
that he was Emperonr of the World, Bur I baye ſeen 


ſuch Chriſtians chat would be very forward co 
own the people of God,and Meflergers of Chriſt 
in rynes of proſperity; but when the ways of G od 


hath been perſecuted, 8 the Ordinances of Chrifth - 


hath been trampled under feer, then they would 


look upen them, as if they had never ſeen them. 


before : My Friends, this is a bad ſign of a true 
Faith, and of a 200d Chriſtian,r.o you that believe 


he is an honour ; my Friends,is Ch:1R precious tof 
- youin all his Offices, as King, Prieſt,and Ptopher; 


thou that art a believer, I can tell hore 'cis with 
thee, as well as thy ſelf; thou doſt never more re- 
Joyce, ithen when chou canft experience the p2 


_ wer of Chriſt in thy Seul, in ſubduing of thy Cor-ſ 
ruptiens, and bringing under the Old man ; and} 
1s he pretious to thee in all his attributes? a wick: 

| ed man, God is precious to him in his mercies,butſ - 
as for the power of God, and the Juſtice of God 


they 


ſelf jn parcicular, 5bly. Wouldeſt thou know, | 
whether thy faich be right, then ſee if thou baſt a 


. 
- 
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Ys fthicy cannot indure to hear of ; Jet a Miniſtet 20 
and tell chem of the rerrors of Ged, they will 


preſently cry, Oh there 1s a Legal Preacher in- 


to a true believer, Chriſt is precious to him in all 


his Offices and attribures, and in all his providen- - 


rial diſpenſarions, and in all his promiſes, andin 
his threatnings, he is precious to every true belie- 
ver. Again, fixthly, wouldeſt thou know whether 


| chou att indeed a true believer, then ſee whethec 
thou haſt rhe witneſs of it in thy ſelf, x John 5. 6. 


He that believeth, hath the Witneſs in himſelf ; 


Oh bur me-rhipks I bear ſome poor ſoul ready to | 


ſay 3 Oh, if irmuſtbeſo, I am in a wotſe 
condition then I was aware of ; I thought I could 


-experienced ſome of the other Tryals, but I have 


ſo little of theſpirits witneſs m me, char I queſti= 


' on whether I have any true faith : Now the Devil 


is very ſubcile, as he will perſwade a wicked man, 
that he hach the macks of a true believer, ſo he 


' will perſwade a true believer, that he hath them 


not, when be hath them 3 as for example, ſup- 
poſe a perſon is in great rrouble, fer fear they 
don't love God, they come into the Congreeati- 


on, and rhere it may be, God hath directed his | 
| Miniſter to ſuch a ſubjeR, where he hath Bzen 
-. treating on ſuch a truth of Gods lave to us, and 
' of our love to him; 1if God hath loved thee, then 
" be bath ſybdued thy Corruptions , theſe lictle 


Foxes 


deed, enough ro make one run mad; & in a word, 


| Foxes he barh-taken and deſtroyed ; now it may... 

'  becheſpiiit of God hath ſer home.this word on 
the ſoul». and.rchat be can ſay, tbis hath been my 
concitzon. - Now Friends, there was the witneſs 
that we are ſpeaking of. Kow. $. 16. The $pi- 
rit bearing wit neſs with onr ſpirit, that we are the ** 
Children  f God, Now my Friends, you that are 
ſoiteady,ro ſay, that ycu have nor the witneſs of 
God inyou; would: ft the part with thar little [Pf 
elimme'1ng hope thou halt cf. crue Faith, for the 
greateſt Efiate rhac a Wicked man hath inthe 8* 
world-?\. zo fairh the ſoul, 1 would nor ; and that 
as 2 igy) that thou baſt the witneſs in thee, though 
the ſpirit of God h3th ner cleared irupſo te thee, 
as thou defi.ett. bur be thankful co God for 3t,and 
-pake heed thou doli-n2t provoke the Lord to take 
away +that;litcle;comfo:tichow halt. , 
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! - Eiebirty. [If chou art one char-hath crue faich, 
.thou'mayeft-know it by. chis, it doth ſorealize the 
«glory that is. ro be .reveaied ro thy ſsul, that it 
remakes thee carpet inthe proſecution of the means 
- Chat God harh app-inted in order to the artain- 
yment cf:glory.5 this we: ſhall ;make to appear by 
- COMparing two Scr1,-tures togetheryin the 1-1mÞ, of 
- Hebrews, you:may ſee that -Faich 4s cone evidence 
of things mot feen, and 'the - ſubſiance -of :rhings 
- boped ter 5. nw if. you ,do bur, look, all along, in 
::tbis Chapters be comes to : ſhow ; what + Joriqus 

-ieffeRs Faith 48th produce, in theſe that. ix doth A 
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realize the gloty that is to come unts them} ; 
he celſerh us 'tis the ſubſtance of things hoped 
for, and the evidence of things not ſeen, that 
is not ſeen with an eye of : eaſon, Lak, 13. 23 
24. then ſaid one to him, Lord. are there few 
that he ſaved ? now ſee, Ch ift doth not ars 
ſwer hm according to bis Queſtion, buc doch 
propoſe to him an exho! tation. ro ſtir rim up 
to a weighty duty.ſtrive'to exter 39. at the ſtrate 


gate 3 as 1f Chrift had ſaid, what nzed-1t thou 


co trouble thy ſelf whetlier many Ot few ſhall 
be ſavede if thou art one that ſtrives like a man 


in an Agony (for ſo it may be tendered , t@ 


thruſt in at the raight cate, that will be an 
evidence unto thee, that thou art one that ſhall 
be” ſaved. Friends, how doth the hope of 
olory ſpur ycu on to Cuty ; doth thy Faith 
realize the things of another world to you, 
that it makes you run in the paths of Gods 
commandments. Bur if on the contrary, if 
thou doſt preterd to have Faith, and yer not- 
withliandine, go on iv a formal lazy profeſſion 
of Relivion ; 3 *tis a ſfien thou never had the 
thinss of ancther aorld realized to thee 3 ſuch 
as ate our evidences for the attainmen: of fu- 
ture good, ſuch will be our endeavours, in the 
means whereby we are to attain it, if thou haſt 
A well-grounded tope. for ſalvation in the 
wotles to come; it will make thee cattieſt in 
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thy endeavours for the actainment ef 'ir, fn 
the next place, another fign of rrue Faith is 
this, if thou art a true believer, chen thy faich 
dorh enable thee to overcome the worts ; r his 
we may ſee in the 12 Kev. 41d there appeared 
a preat wonder in Heaven, a Woman '. loathed 
with the Sun,and the Moon under ber feet, By 


the Women we underſtand the whole Crurch 


of God, and every perticular member thereof, 
and by the Moon we under{iand the World, 
Andas theMoon is very unſtable in he: mor's 
ons, and always increafirg and decreafing, ſo 
there is no certainty at all in Creature 1njoy- 
ments. And the$nn 1s never eclipſed, but 
when the Moon comes between us, and rhe 


Sun; and fo my Friends, th: Moor, this wo [Jd, 


1s that which doth make an inrerpofition-be- 
tween Ged and his people ; how doth the joys 
of this world eat out the comforts which we 
ſhould have enjoyed. My Friends, 'cis a hard 
thing to keep the world under our feer,for *cis 
2 round thing, and I will tell you how rue be- 


. Hievers do come to ger the world under their 


Feer. 

You that have once injoyed the eloricus 
beams of the Sun of Righreouſneſs Hhining 1n-| 
co your ſouls, the pittiful things of this Wo 14 
Would ſeem as nothing : Now my Friends. ſee 


bpw it is' with you, which is greater ip your 
ey 


my my 1 a 


| eye, the Sun or the Moons whieh if ic were pu 


co your choyce, would you rake to live in the 
midtt of proſperity without God, or in the 
mcſt of adverſity with God, 

Again, inthe next place, try thy Faith by 
thy Repentance; I know there is muchdiſpure 
concerning this , ſome hold that Faith is 
wrought before Repentance, and ſome on the 
contrary; bur truly my Friends, I am ofneither 
of their judg nents, for my judgment is, that 
all g:aces are wrought in the ſoul at one and 
the ſame :1me 3 & though Repentance is made 
manifeſt in the ſonl before Faith, Afark 1.15. 
Repent you, and believe the Goſpel; Friends, 
what Kep-nrance have you gor, I thank God 
ſay you, I have Repented loog agoe, though I 
cannot talk as fome can, and make fo.many 
words, I cannot commit any fin, bur my heart 
ſmites me for it : Oh my Friends, there 18 ma- 
ry ſorts @f Repentance that a finnzr may havey 
and yet may go without a true Repentance 3 
there is an oyer-lay and ſlight repentance, anJ 


JF ſuch a repentance had Ahss, and then there is 


diſpairing repentance, and ſuch a repentance 
tad Judas : bnt for this Evangeiieal repen- 


I rance, *cis ſuch a grace that few attain to ity 


not ſcarce one among twenty.and without this, 
Evaneelical repenrarce, there is no true grace 


in the ſoul:and 1 ſhall endzavonr to ſhow, that . 


Faith 
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Faith and. Repenrance is wronght together 
for repentance witheat faith, will end in de- 
ſpararion ; and faith without repenrapee will 

end in preſumprion. 
In che lat Llace,if chou art one that hath in- 
geed rrue faich, thou art made willing to ſuffer 
whatſoever God ſhould bz pleaſed ro inflict 
op thee, this ſaith the Apoſile , where 
he ſpeaks there concerring perſecution. Ph. 
2, 29. For wnto you 'tis given 11 the behalf of 
Chriſt, ust ovly ro believe on him, but alſo to 
ſafffer for bus ſake 3; this true Faith, ir wakes 
the ſoul wiil.n2 to ſuffer for God, whatſoever 
the wicked adverſaries of the people of God 
ſhall be pleaied to lay on them ; O fai-h the 
ſoul, ſhall I be unwi'ling to indure a little ſuf- 
fering for his ſake, that was expoſed to ſuch 
Juffering for me : O ſaith the ſoul, ſhall not 1 
be willing co ſuffer a lictle affliction from 
God, whether poverty, wants. or ſickneſs, or 
the like, ſeeing the Lord Jeſus Chrift was con- 
tented for my ſzhe to a be man of ſorrow, and 
acquainted w.th orief, for to ſuffer both þun- 
ge! and thurſt, and ſhall not we be willing to 
ſuffer for God, whatſoever he js pleaſed co call 


us to, ſeeing he hath pleaſed to do ſo much | 


for uz, as he bath done. : 
And ſo much for rhis Uſe cf Examination; I 
fhonld have proceeded. to a Uſe of Conſolatir 
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ON to tru? believers, for chis Do&rine affoards 
aſpriog of comfore unto ſuch which I (heuld 
only hint at, firſt by way of privacion, ſhowing 
from what they are delivered: :econdly by way 
of proviſion, what unexprefiable & uncenceiv- 
able glory, God bath laid up in ftore for them, 
which 1 would have willingly inlarged upon: 
] here was likewiſe on my ſpirit, a Uſe of Ex- 
horration, in wkich I would have moved thoſe 
who have been participaters of this pret ous 
Faith. 1, To be thankful for it, to him, from 
whom they have received it, as the oifr of 
God. 2, Toler nothirg be wanting for the 
rouriſhing, and for che {trengthenins of it, by 
the Application of former experiences of Gods 
g00dneſs,& alſo to be careful that they wound 
not, r0: weaken their Faith by runnine them- 
ſelves into thoſe lireights and ex'g 'nci:s wich 
they have not a clear and ſpecial call unto, ei- 


ther upon a civii, oreligicus account ; but TI 


mult paſs by theſe things, becauſe my time is 
already pailed by, and conclude with ene Uſe 
of Exhortatien,or ;ather of invitation to theſe 
which are yer out of Chriſt ; and oh that God 
would be pleaſed re pur ſome word into.my 


mouth, which might beget 1n thee an earneſt 


deſire, and panting: after an intereft in Jeſus 


Chriſt,the glorions object of our faith; ob that. 
I could; hear ſome of you cryivg out with the. 


poor 
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poor Goaler, iwhat ſhall 7 do to beſavd; inf}: 
- the time of ſickneſs, who will not cry on, | 
what ſhall 1 do to be reſtored ro my health, || 
the want of outward mercies are quickly felt, | 
but how few are ſenſible of their wanc in (pirt- | | 
cuals; beware likewiſe that the Devil enivare | - 
you into deſparation, by perſwading toee that || | 
chou haſt nofaith, and therefore art a repro- | 
bate, fer there 1s not a Saint on earth, noran I 
Angeel in Heaven, to whom Gods final repro- 
bacion is tevealed, touching any particular per- 
ſ6n yer in this life, who kath nor finned the fin 
azaipfi he Holy Ghoſt ; be net theretore by 
theſe wiles of Sathan diſcouraged from waitins | 
_  enthe Ordcinances, or make thee ſay I bave no | | 
., hope, I have loved ſtrangers, and after themT, 
will go ; but remewber this, that as great ſin- 
mers as thou have attained ro this Faith , and 
are ndwinglory with the Lord; bur on the | 
. ether hand, ler not preſumption ceiſe your | 
heart 3 for of theſe two ſnares of the Devil, ! | 
may julily ſay what was ſaid of Saul and Da- | 
21d in another caſe, Sax! hath ſlain his thou- ' 
faxds, aud David his ten thouſands, fo 1 may 


Lkewiſe ſay, 'rnat difpair bath flain his thou- 
ſands, but preſumption hath ren thouſands: oþ 
my Friends, take heed of preſumiptions, pr6-1 
craftnarion 1n tl e great concerns of yer pre- 
" fious ſouls ; *cis the preſen> time that = 

Ty 9 - calls 


wg 


a BE fo 


] calls for, *ris to day. 
harden not your heart, Pſal 95. acquaint now. 


_ 
if you will bear his voyce 


thy ſelf with him, and be at peace thereby,good 


| ſhall come unto thee, Job. 22.21. you that are 
| in the piime (trepgth and flower of your years, 
forget nor that m2mento,to remember thy Cre- 


ator in the days of thy Youth, Eccleſ. 12. x. 
Agree with thine Auverſary quickly whilſt 


. thon art in the way with him, Nat. 5.25. Now © 


& the accep ed time, and now js the day of ſal- 
vation, 2 Cor, 6. 3, Oh poor ſoul, whilt thou 
factereſt thy ſelt with future Kepentances 
thou wouldeſt do well ro conſider both the 
ſhortneſs and uncertainty of. cby life, thou 
mayſt reſolve to tepent to morrow, and before 


co mdrrow thou mayli be jo Hell ; therefore 


poor ſoul, I do beſe-ch thee, as if God did be= 
ſeech thee by me, {lip no preſent opportuniry. 
of thy hearing the word preached, where it is 
preached in the power and purity of it 5 for 
there mayſt thou expe& the preſence of &ed 
with it- avd his blefling upon ic 3 and rheugh! 
thou ſhouldet come there with the Devil of 
unbelief in thy heart, thou knoweſt nor bur 
there God may caft him out, and if it ſhall be 


thus with thee in thy waiting on Gods Ordi- - 


ances, that there ſhall be any fiirrings on thy 
hearr, and the word fer home upon thee. 

Take beed- the pleaſures, or cares of the 

- OL dg wick 


* world doit not coakic It, bu follow homie' ack f 
ſerious meditation, and bes-of God ro-confirm Y- 
It with his-power ; and thou kneweft not how 

ſoon Cod may be pleaſed to ſet it home with 

ſuch pewer as may make thee cry out , what 

"fhall [ do to be ſaved; and rhough the work 
-ay be (-mwynar (iravge ro thy corrupt narure, 

"yer if God be pleaſed co undertake the work, 
4c ſhall prevail,and chen what reaſon haſt thou 
Poor ſoul ro. bleſs rhe Lord tor his unſpeakable 

"mercy to thee-wards, to bring thee from dark» | 
:neſs unto light, from the power of S3rhan un» 

'ro Ged, ard i it will nor be long e're rheu'ſhalt { 

'þe for ever adoreing the ricyes of Gods free 1 

grace rowards thee | in. Jeſus Chriſt, ro whom ! 
| with the Father, the higheſt and ulrimite obs | 
| -je& of out Faich, and: the holy ſpirit, be all 
| <ket, and us and ret Amen, 
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Age 29. line 18. for he'l ſuffer, read he have ſuffered; 

" P- 48. 1.9, 30. for make the ears thin and empty, 

r make thin the ears of thy holy Converſation : p.11.. 

L. 4s, & 5. are miſplaccd : P- 111, l. 19. for living, read. 
loving, 1. 20. for 11n12413.799 r. Nay N05 l. 21. 


1. 21. for Lamaſebachthani, read Lama-gna7abtaniec, 


P- 13. 1, 12. for REM read RET I. 21. for BUR, read 
DOIN 


